
t Ǌ Ŝ Ǿ Ŝ ǘ ƛ ƻ ƴ  C ƛ Ǌ ǎ ǘ  b Ŝ ǿ ǎ ƭ Ŝ ǘ ǘ Ŝ Ǌ  h ƭ L ƴ Ŝτa ŀ Ǌ Ŏ Ƙ  н л н р  L ǎ ǎ ǳ Ŝ                                                    tŀƎŜ м 

 

LǎǎǳŜ-мф  ±ƻƭǳƳŜ-м 

Online Newsletter of Primary Care Diabetes Association Pakistanñ March 2025  

Page-2 Page-6 Page-12 Page-8 

Page-15 Page-19-23 

PCDA Elections 

{ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ 

.ŀƴƎƪƻƪ 

Dr. hakeelõs 

Article 

Page-18 

https://pcdapak.org/print-media/
https://pcdapak.org/print-media/
htthttps://pcdapak.org/
http://www.idf25.org/
http://www.idf25.org
http://www.idf25.org


t Ǌ Ŝ Ǿ Ŝ ǘ ƛ ƻ ƴ  C ƛ Ǌ ǎ ǘ  b Ŝ ǿ ǎ ƭ Ŝ ǘ ǘ Ŝ Ǌ  h ƭ L ƴ Ŝτa ŀ Ǌ Ŏ Ƙ  н л н р  L ǎ ǎ ǳ Ŝ                                                    tŀƎŜ н 

 

PCDA-Pakistan Makes Waves at IDF Congress 2025 in Bangkok! 

A Landmark Moment for  

Pakistanôs Diabetes Community 
Dr. Asima Khan-President-Elect PCDA 

Excitement  is in the air as the Primary Care Diabetes Association (PCDA) Pakistan 

gears up for a historic presence at the International Diabetes Federation (IDF) World 

Diabetes Congress 2025! For the first time ever, PCDA will participate as an offi-

cial IDF member, marking a significant milestone in its mission to improve diabe-

tes care in Pakistan. 

The IDF Congress 

has always been a premier 

platform for learning and 

knowledge-sharing, and this 

year holds even greater sig-

nificance for us. Last Novem-

ber, our membership applica-

tion to the International Dia-

betes Federation (IDF) was 

approved, officially making 

PCDA a part of this global 

network. We are thrilled to be 

representing Pakistan at this 

prestigious event. 

The IDF Congress, which 

will take place from April 7 

to 10, 2025, at the Bangkok 

International Trade and 

Exhibition Center (BITEC), 

Thailand, is a gathering of 

the worldôs leading diabetes 

experts, researchers, and or-

ganisations. 

One of the key highlights of 

the Congress is the Global 

Villageða vibrant hub in 

Hall 98 of BITEC where 

national diabetes associations 

from over 100 countries will 

showcase their initiatives. 

PCDA will be in the spotlight 

at Stall # DD-01, proudly 

displaying Pakistanôs contri-

butions to diabetes preven-

tion and care. Visitors will be 

warmly welcomed by official 

exhibitors Dr. Izhan Ali 

Khan and Dr. Fareeha 

Khan, who will share in-

sights into PCDAôs work and 

impact. 

The Global Village is the 

heart of collaboration, inno-

vation, and advocacy in dia-

betes care. Attendees will 

explore cutting-edge ad-

vancements in diabetes tech-

nology, interact with industry 

experts, and engage in dy-

namic discussions on tackling 

the global diabetes challenge. 

The event will also feature 

interactive workshops, 

hands-on sessions with 

the latest medical devic-

es, and digital poster 

presentations from top 

researchers. 

This is more than just a 

Congressðitôs an opportuni-

ty to forge new partnerships, 

exchange groundbreaking 

ideas, and strengthen our col-

lective fight against diabetes. 

PCDA invites all attendees to 

visit their stall, connect with 

their team, and be part of this 

remarkable journey. Togeth-

er, letôs take diabetes care in 

Pakistan to the next level! 

Stay tuned for more updates 

and highlights from IDF Con-

gress 2025! 

Official exhibitors of the PCDAôs stall in the IDF Con-

gressô2025  Global Village, Dr. Izhan Ali Khan and 

Dr. Fareeha Khan Both are founders and very active 

members of STEP (Student Taskforce for Education 

& Public health), wing of PCDA-Pakistan. 
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Congratulations  

Dr. Zahid Miyan 

President Past PCDA Pakistan 

on your well-deserved promotion 
to the esteemed rank of  

.  

Your dedication to medicine, par-
ticularly in the field of diabetic 
foot care, has been exemplary. As 
president of PCDA Pakistan, your 
leadership has significantly ad-
vanced patient care and medical 

education. 

This promotion is a testament to 
your unwavering commitment and 
hard work. Wishing you continued 
success in all your future endeav-

ors. 

Warm Regard; 
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The number of people with diabetes has doubled over the past 30 years to more than 800 million worldwide, according to a 

groundbreaking international study. Global analysis published in the Lancet found that rates of diabetes in adults doubled 

from about 7% to about 14% between 1990 to 2022, with the largest increase in low and middle-income countries.  

The study is the first global analysis of diabetes rates and treatment in all countries. Scientists at NCD-RisC in collaboration 

with the World Health Organization used data from more than 140 million people aged 18 or older from more than 1,000 

studies in different countries. They applied statistical tools to enable accurate comparisons of prevalence and treatment be-

tween countries and regions. 

Country No of diabetic 

people (Millions) 

 

India  212  

China 148 India (212)+ China (148) = 360/800  (45% of world diabetics) 

US 42 India(212)+China (148)+US(42)+Pakistan(36)=438/800 54.8%  of total 

Pakistan 36 India(212)+China (148)+US(42)+Pakistan(36)+Indonesia(25)+Brazil(22) 

Indonesia 25 =485/800 (60.6%) of world deiabetics 

Brazil 22  

tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƛŀōŜǘŜǎΥ   ²ƻǊƭŘ-улл aƛƭƭƛƻƴ 

     tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ-ос aƛƭƭƛƻƳ 

More than 95% of people 

with diabetes have type 2 dia-

betes. Unlike type 1, type 2 

diabetes can largely be pre-

vented. Being overweight, 

eating unhealthily and not 

exercising enough, as well as 

genetic factors, can increase 

the risk of developing diabe-

tes. Growing levels of obesity 

are fuelling an epidemic in 

type 2 diabetes. 

The study highlighted grow-

ing health inequalities. More 

than half of global diabetes 

cases were concentrated in 

four countries. Of those with 

diabetes in 2022, more than a 

quarter (212 million) lived in 

India, 148 million were in 

China, 42 million were in the 

US and 36 million in Paki-

stan. Indonesia and Brazil 

accounted for a further 25 

million and 22 million cases, 

respectively. 

In 2022, nearly 60% of peo-

ple living with diabetes were 

concentrated in just six coun-

tries 

The top six countries by number of adults with diabetes in 2022 
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As a result more than half of adults with diabetes ï 445 million (59%) ï aged 30 and over did not receive treatment in 2022. 

Study highlights widening global inequalities in diabetes, with treatment rates stagnating in many low and middle-income 

countries where 

numbers of 

adults with dia-

betes are drasti-

cally increasing. 

This is especial-

ly concerning as 

people with dia-

betes tend to be 

younger in low-

income coun-

tries and, in the 

absence of ef-

fective treat-

ment, are at risk 

of life-long 

complications ï 

including ampu-

tation, heart dis-

ease, kidney 

damage or vi-

sion loss ï or in 

some cases, 

premature 

death. 

 

In some countries in the Pa-

cific islands, Caribbean, Mid-

dle East and north Africa, 

more than 25% of the female 

and male population have dia-

betes, the study found, while 

the US (12.5%) and the UK 

(8.8%) had the highest diabe-

tes rates among high-income 

western countries. 

In contrast, diabetes rates in 

2022 were as low as 2-4% for 

women in France, Denmark, 

Spain, Switzerland and Swe-

den, and 3-5% for men in 

Denmark, France, Uganda, 

Kenya, Malawi, Spain and 

Rwanda. 

Increases in obesity, along-

side an ageing global popula-

tion means growing numbers 

of people are at greater risk of 

developing type-2 diabetes. 

More ambitious policies are 

needed, especially in lower-

income regions of the world, 

that restrict unhealthy foods, 

make healthy foods afforda-

ble and improve opportunities 

to exercise, through measures 

such as subsidies for healthy 

foods and free healthy school 

meals as well as promoting 

safe places for walking and 

exercising including free en-

trance to public parks and fit-

ness centers. 

Despite the availability of ef-

fective, off-patent glucose-

lowering medications, lack of 

treatment is also fuelling ine-

qualities, the study found. 

Whereas many, often higher-

income countries have seen 

vast improvements in treat-

ment rates, with more than 

55% of adult diabetics receiv-

ing treatment in 2022, for 

many low and middle-income 

countries the proportion re-

ceiving treatment has not im-

proved. 
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Prevalence of Diabetes in Pakistan 
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), diabetes was the largest cause of 
mortality in 2019, claiming approximately 1.5 million lives. Since the prevalence is greater in low and mid-
dle-income countries, Pakistan is one of the more vulnerable countries to diabetes-related deaths. 

нлнп 

Factors that predispose 
individuals, especially 
adults, to develop diabe-
tes are mainly genetics 
and lifestyle changes. 
These include obesity, a 
sedentary lifestyle, and 
the intake of more pro-
cessed food with higher 
sugar content. Calculated 
according to the parame-
ters set by WHO Asia-
Pacific cutoffs, the over-
all weighted prevalence 
of generalized obesity 
was 57.9% (42% in 
males and 58% in fe-
males), and central obesi-
ty was 73.1% (37.3% in 
males and 62.7% in fe-
males) in Pakistan. Simi-
larly, the abundance of 
canned and highly pro-
cessed food along with 

little to no physical activ-
ity may even go to the 
extent of predisposing 
children to diabetes in the 
years to come. All of 
these factors account for 
the increasing number of 
pre-diabetics in the coun-
try who are always at a 
risk of becoming diabetic
-approximately 10.91% 
of the adult population as 
recorded in 2018. The in-
cidence of diabetes was 
also found to be signifi-
cantly more in urban are-
as (15.1%) as compared 
to rural areas (1.6%). The 
increasing dislocation of 
people to urban areas 
from rural areas coupled 
with the adaptation to the 
urban sedentary way of 
life in Pakistan makes the 

possible increase in the 
number of cases even 
more concerning. 

National Action Plan for 
Non-communicable Dis-
ease Prevention, Control 
and Health Promotion in 
Pakistan (NAP-NCD) is 
an effort being carried 
out to prevent and control 
the incidence of diabetes. 
This is done by surveil-
lance and maximizing 
risk factor control. Con-
tinued Medical Education 
(CME) program for 
healthcare providers and 
the ensurance of availa-
bility of required medi-
cine is also a part of the 
effort. Numerous man-
agement strategies could 
be employed. Multidisci-

plinary teams should be 
created through the ca-
pacity building of prima-
ry care physicians. 
Screening methods such 
as óRisk Assessment of 
Pakistani Individuals for 
Diabetesô or óRAPIDô 
should be used for aware-
ness. Further, a nation-
wide diabetes care pro-
gram could be imple-
mented that revolves 
around registration, treat-
ment, and referral proto-
cols.    
 The scarcity of 
healthcare services in the 
country, especially in ru-
ral areas, is concerning. 
This may be due to the 
unfair allocation of funds 
for the healthcare sector.  
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 Most people in Pakistan earn 
less than $3 per day, which is 
insufficient to pay for insulin 
or diabetic medicines. There 
is a crucial need to increase 
the number of health care 
centres and ensure appropri-
ate training of the staff in-
volved. The government must 
also revise its budget alloca-
tion to make treatment more 
affordable. 

Education has always proven 

to be a powerful tool. While it 

may not be able to provide 

treatment to diabetics, it most 

certainly can spread aware-

ness among the masses re-

garding its management and 

prevention. World Diabetes 

Day, celebrated on November 

14, and forums such as Paki-

stan Diabetes Leadership Fo-

rum are examples. Further 

similar efforts need to be car-

ried out especially involving 

TV and media, to reach a 

larger audience. A sedentary 

way of life needs to be con-

demned. Instead, adults and 

especially the elderly should 

be made aware of the im-

portance of incorporating ex-

ercise and diet changes as a 

part of their daily routine. 

The government should also 

keep a check on schools and 

other outdoor places such as 

parks, the shrinking of which 

limits children's physical ac-

tivity. Such efforts may not 

be able to bring immediate 

changes, but they will help us 

combat the disease over the 

years to come. 

Sedentary lifestyles, exacer-
bated by the demands of 
modern life, further contrib-
ute to the increasing preva-
lence of diabetes. Lack of 
regular exercise is among sig-
nificant risk factors for diabe-
tes. Limited open spaces can 
be a barrier, especially in ur-
ban areas where parks and 
walk-able roads are limited. 
This can disproportionately 
affect the populationôs ability 

to engage in physical activi-
ties. 

Furthermore, the public 
health system is unable to 
cope with the rising surge of 
the diabetes-related disease 
burden due to limited re-
sources and gaps in diagnosis, 
referral, and treatment levels. 
These gaps are particularly 
pronounced in rural areas. 
According to the Global 
Health Security (GHS) Index 
2021, Pakistan ranks 130 out 
of 195 countries in terms of 
the quality and accessibility 
of its healthcare, significantly 
lagging behind other neigh-
bouring countries such as In-
dia at 66, China at 52, Sri 
Lanka at 105, Bangladesh at 
95 and Bhutan at 78. 

Confronted with the high bur-
den of diabetes, the current 
health system in Pakistan is 
both under-resourced and 
overburdened; this inadequa-
cy also extends to many other 
non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) including diabetes. 
Currently, NCDs are man-
aged individually through 

specialised care at tertiary 
care level or private specialist 
clinics. Primary healthcare 
facilities in Pakistan are un-
derutilised and there are few 
public-private partnerships, 
with scant referral mecha-
nisms in place. We need to 
strengthen our primary and 
preventive healthcare to suc-
cessfully protect our popula-
tion from diabetes and other 
similar ailments. 

Making lifestyle changes is 

considered the most effective 

approach to preventing or 

postponing the onset of dia-

betes. Individuals aiming to 

minimise the risk of diabetes 

and its associated complica-

tions are advised to maintain 

a healthy body weight, en-

gage in regular physical ac-

tivity each day, adopt a nutri-

tious diet while avoiding ex-

cessive sugar and saturated 

fat intake. Media and CSOs 

can play a vital role in raising 

awareness. 

Top 10 countries or territories with age-adjusted comparative diabetes prevalence 

in adults (20-79 years) in 2021 and 2045 
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Elections for the tenure of 2025-28 

New Cabinet of 
PCDA Pakistan 
elected 

Since its foundations Prima-
ry Care Diabetes Association 

Pakistan is continuesly ex-

panding its structure and 

functions Now PCDA has 

more than 60 chapters across 

the country and the primary 

care physicians are constantly 

joining PCDA to update 

themselves in the field of dia-

betes. To ensure their repre-

sentation in the central cabi-

net elections are held after 

every three yeas to elect the 

members of the central posts.  

This year the process started 
with the formation of election 

committee. The Executive 

Committee of PCDA an-

nounced on 2nd Febô2025 

that it has pkanned  holding of 

the elections of following 

posts of central cabinet of 

PCDA for the tenure 2025-

2028. President Elect, Vice 

President, General Secretary, 

Joint Secretary and Finance 

Secretary. Executive Commit-

tee also constituted an Elec-

tion Committee comprising of 

Dr. Zakir Alavi, Consultant 

Endocrinologist (Chief Elec-

tions Commissioner), 

Fareedudin (member), Presi-

dent past & Head of the Su-

preme Council, Dr. Najum F. 

Mahmudi, S. Vice President 

Past, and Mr. Saud Abbasi, 

Director Outreach STEP 

((member) 

Schedule for the elections 
was as follows: Invitation for 

the applications for nomina-

tions on prescribed were in-

vited form 23rd. to 27th. Feb-

ruary 2025. As many doctors 

were busy in some national 

and international conferences 

and not many nominations 

could be submitted , thus the 

Final  date of nominations 

extended till 2nd. Marchô25. 

Eight nominations received 

till 2nd. Marchô25. 3 Nomina-

tions withdrawn on 3rd. 

Marchô25. 5 Nominations 

scrutinized and accepted/

successful candidates.  

 

Details of the Successful 

nominees.  

It was thereby observed that 
only one candidate stands 

against every announced post. 

Thus there is no need of vot-

ing and all the five above 

mentioned candidates have 

been declared as elected un-

opposed. 

However according to the 
schedule, final announcement 

of the successful candidates 

was be done by the Chief 

Election Commissioner on 

9th. Marchô25. 

No: Post Name 

1 President  Dr. Riasat Ali Kha 

2 President Elect Dr. Asima Khan 

3 Vice President Dr. Iqbal Batavia 

4 General Secretary Dr. Shahid Akhter 

5 Joint Secretary Dr. Pawan Kumar 

6 Finance Secretary Dr. Qazi Mujahid 
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The Elections Committee announced the results on Social Media 

Members of the PCDA Election 

Committee, Dr. Fareeduddin and Dr. 

Najum F. Mahmudi announcing the 

results on YouTube Channel of 

PCDA. 

Chief Election Commissioner Dr. Za-

kir Alavi making the final announce-

ment. 

He congratulated all the successful 

candidates and wished them all the 

success throughout their tennure 
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Elected Central Cabinet of PCDA Pakistan  

for the tenure 2025-28 

President 

Dr. Riasat Ali Khan 

President Elect 

Dr. Asima Khan 

Vice President 

Dr. Iqbal Batavia 

General Secretary 

Dr. Shahid Akhter 

Joint Secretary 

Dr.Pawan Kumar 

Finance Secretary 

Dr. Qazi Mujahid 
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1st. Meeting of newly elected cabinet 

Heads of the regions, wings, chapters and 

committees appointed 
After the official announcement of the results of the PCDA elections, first meeting of the newly elected cabinet held in Ka-
rachi. The agenda was 1.Selection of the heads of various committees/wings/regions/chapters, PCDA Stall in Global Village 
IDF Bangkok; and Biennial PCDA Symposium 2026. 
 
After a long discussion the following heads of various regions, wings, chapters and committees were appointed. 

 

Committees: 
 

 1. Publications Committee: 
 Dr. Sulaiman Khan (Head) 
 Dr. Ifra Nasir 
 Dr. Zahoor Shaikh 
 Nohail Ahmed (STEP) 
 
2. Membership Committee: 
 Dr. Ashraf Raheem (Head) 
 Dr. Azeem 
 Dr. M. Irfan Shaikh  
 Saud Abbasi (STEP) 
 
3. Media Committee: 
 Dr. Shakeel Ahmed (Head) 
 Dr. Naseer Shaheen 
 Dr. Nizam Darwesh 
 Dr. M. Irfan Safi Rizwi 
 
4. Social Committee: 
 Dr. Majid Khan (Head) 
 Dr. Sohail Shokat 
 Dr. Capt Saleem Burni 
 Dr. Moazzam Ali Shah 
 
5. Research Committee: 
 Dr.Asima Khan 
 Dr. Izhan Khan 
 Dr. Fareeduddin 
 Dr. Faryal Tariq 
 
6. Scientific Committee: 
 (To be announced) (To be Announced) 
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Certificate Course on Diabetes by Rahim Yar Khan Chapter 

Dr. Khalid Hussain Mazari is heading Rahim Yar Khan Chapter of PCDA Pakistan for a long time. He is popular 
among the primary care physicians of the area as a helping hand, charming personality and a guiding fellow. Dr. Mazari re-
quested the central cabinet of PCDA-Pakistan to arrange a training workshop for the PCPs of Rahim Yar Khan. His request 
was well taken by our beloved President Elect, Dr. Riasat Ali Khan, and planned a one day comprehensive certificate course 
covering all the fundamentals of managing diabetes at primary care level. 

Journey to defeat Diabetes continues 
Dr. Khalid Mazari admires the dedication shown by team PCDA 

Report by: Dr. Shakeel Ahmed, GS, PCDA 

The journey started from 

Karachi at 1.00 a.m around 
midnight between Saturday 
and Sunday. The team PCDA 
comprised of Dr. Riasat Ali 
Khan, president elect PCDA, 
Dr. Asima Khan, Vice Presi-
dent, Dr. Shakil Ahmed (me), 
the General Secretary, Dr. 
Shahid Akhter, head of publi-
cations, Miss. Rabiyya 
Tirmizi, the dietitian and 
some fellows from the spon-
sors.  After a very hectic road 
travel lasting for 13 hours the 
team reached the venue of the 
course. 

Dr. Mohsin Raza, an emi-
nent physician of Rahim Yar 
Khanx, alongwith Dr. Khalid 
Mazari welcomed the team 

PCDA and the session contin-
ued which was already started 
by Dr. Mohsin Raza. Dr. 
Mazari moderated the ses-
sion. The topics of various 
speakers were as follows: 

1. Introduction of the course 
and welcome to the par-
ticipants by Dr. Khalid 
Hussain Mazari. 

2. Management of diabetes 
complications at primary 
care level by Dr. Mohsin 
Raza 

3. Available treatment mo-
dalities for diabetes, by 
Dr. Shahid Akhter 

4. Foot Care in diabetic pop-
ulation, by Dr. Shakeel 
Ahmed; and 

5. Dietary management of 

diabetes, by Miss. Rabiy-
ya Tirmizi. 

Dr. Riasat Ali Khan was the 
guest of honor for the session. 
Talking to the participants, 
Dr. Riasat praised the devo-
tion, dedication and hard 
work done by the course In-
charge, Dr. Khalid Hussain 
Mazari. He said that it is just 
the beginning for this 
knowledge loving audience, 
and PCDA has plans to con-
tinue such session and start 
new ventures in the coming 
near future. The president 
Elect also thanked Mr. Imran 
and others from Martin Dow 
team who made all arrange-
ments of this first ever certifi-
cate course in the history of 
Rahim Yar Khan. 

Vote of thanks was present-
ed by Dr. Sohail Tariq, the 
head of Bahawalpur chapter 
of PCDA-Pakistan. He spe-
cially thanked all the partici-
pants of the course who came 
not only from Rahim Yar 
Khan city but from many sur-
rounding areas. 

Dr. Shakeel distributed his 
newly released book ñRoza 
And Diabetesò among the 
participants. Shields and 
bouqettes were distributed 
among the worthy speakers 
and distinguished guests. 

After the session ver deli-
cious lunch was served. Team 
PCDA then started its journey 
back to Karachi. 
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Speakers of the Training Course 

The first talk of the event was delivered by DR. MUHAMMAD MOHSIN RAZA, MBBS,  DDM,  FCPS,  CHPE, Consult-
ant Physician, Medical Specialist, Diabetologist, Internist, Diabetic Foot Expert, Medical Unit III Sheikh Zayed Medical Col-

lege & Hospital, Rahim Yar Khan. His topic was Complications of Diabetes-Screening and Treatment. 

Dr. Shahid Akhter from Karachi was the second speaker who talked on ñAVAILABLE TREATMENT MODALITIES FOR 

DIABETES.ò He also informed the attendees about Emerging Therapies for Type-1 Diabetes. For example Pancreatic Islet 

Transplantation: This procedure involves transplanting insulin-producing islet cells into individuals with type 1 diabetes. In 

2023, the FDA approved Lantidra, the first cellular therapy for type 1 diabetes. He also told the audience about Stem Cell 

Therapy: Recent developments include the successful use of stem cell-derived insulin-producing cells in a patient, potentially 

paving the way for future treatments. 

Talk on the management of Diabetic foot was delivered by Dr. Shakil Ahmed from Karachi. He delivered a very elaborate 
and pictorial presentation on the classification and management of diabetic feet complications.  

Last talk on ñDIET IN DIABETESò was delivered by Miss. Rabiyya Tirmizi, RD, MSc, CDE. She told about Probiotics 

may improve gut health and insulin sensitivity, aiding in blood sugar regulation. Adequate vitamin D levels are linked to im-

proved insulin secretion and glucose metabolism. 














